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-after the incident at the police station. 

-his “coming out”  

-at the doctor’s 

-when he is rude at the party and then even hits her. 

Thus she very often says “ I understand”. She always tries to cover up his shortcomings and 
finds excuses for his behaviour: 

Never at home = too much work 

Too much alcohol = great strain at work 

As breadwinner and husband she gives him due respect. 

  

Their LACK OF COMMUNICATION is representative of their INCAPACITY TO HAVE 
AN INTIMATE RELATIONSHIP. 

  

She never really understands what happened at the police station, for Frank never tells her 
and she doesn’ t know how to ask. To make up for this incident she’s very tender and caring and 
tries to initiate sex. Franck pretends to be tired and she’s very understanding. Then she tucks Franck 
in as if he were a child, arranging the blanket, stroking his cheek and switching off the light. Not 
being able to act as his wife she reverts to her role as a mother. 

No real communication is possible concerning his homosexuality, his “ treatment”  at the 
doctor’s, although Cathy tries to find out what he goes through. “There is nothing else you care to 
share with you very own adoring wife “Even coaxing doesn’ t help, so she resumes the 
“conversation”  saying “wait till you see the hors-d’oeuvres” ! They can’ t share their true feelings, so 
they talk about trivial matters. 
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The climax is reached at the party - its purpose was to certify about their success as a couple, 
united to see Magnatech boom. Franck is terribly rude and insulting to Cathy, she responds 
gracefully, still the perfect hostess. 

Later on, when she gently reproaches him for his behaviour, he tries to have sex with her but 
is not able to. When she reassures him “you’ re the only man I ever wanted”, he hits her. Shocked 
she remains very polite: “ it’s all right, it’s an accident, perhaps if you could get me some ice, dear.”  

  

Cathy can’ t have genuine relationships with those around her neither with her husband nor 
with her children, nor with her friend Eleanor. Throughout the film she acts like a polite puppet who 
keeps up appearances until she realizes thanks to Raymond that there could me another way of 
living, loving, communicating. She’s ostracized from her world but catches a glimpse of what life 
could be, because with Raymond she had the feeling to be alive.�
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"I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up  

and live out the true meaning of its creed:  
We hold these truths to be self-evident:  
that all (humans) are created equal."  

 
Martin Luther King, Jr., 1964  
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